discussion paper

Future Use of Reservoirs Review
Outcomes from
community information sessions
held in August 2007
Overview
Completion of the Wimmera Mallee Pipeline Project (WMPP) will mean that some of the
regions bulk water supply reservoirs and in-stream assets servicing the existing water
distribution system will no longer be needed for water supply purposes.
Since the WMPP was announced in June 2005, GWMWater has been considering the future
operation of those major reservoirs and in-stream diversion structures no longer required for
water supply purposes under a piped water supply system, recognising that some of these
also play a major role in tourism, environment, recreation and flood mitigation in the region.
A key part of this process has been the establishment of a Stakeholder Working Group (SWG)
to develop potential future operating scenarios. Chaired by GWMWater Board Director Frank
McClelland, representation includes the Northern Grampians and Southern Grampians Shire
Councils, Horsham Rural City Council, VR Fish, Fisheries Victoria, Wimmera Catchment
Management Authority, Parks Victoria, Environment Victoria and the Department of
Sustainability and Environment.
A series of five Discussion Papers have now been produced which detail the proposed
operating scenario for each asset following completion of the WMPP.
The SWG has developed these proposed operating scenarios on the basis of the project
objectives, which are to:
1. provide a secure water supply for GWMWater customers, including water for growth
2. return of 118,000ML of water per annum to the environment
3. recognise the recreation, tourism, cultural heritage and flood mitigation values of some
assets
Public Consultation
These Discussion Papers have now been presented to the community as the basis for
consultation, with submissions invited by Friday, 14 September 2007.
All submissions received will be considered by the SWG with regard to their ability to meet the
project objectives as outlined above, prior to development of a final recommendation for
submission to the Board of GWMWater.
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Proposed Operating Scenarios – Major Reservoirs
The key elements of the proposed operating scenario for each major reservoir are:
•

Rocklands Reservoir to be operated up to 70 per cent full to minimise the potential for
spills and the spread of carp to the Glenelg River.

•

Toolondo Reservoir to be operated to a maximum level of 50,000 ML (current capacity
92,430ML) to maintain water quality, low evaporation and recreational benefits,

•

Bellfield, Moora Moora, and Wartook Reservoirs to be operated to full supply level
wherever possible as the primary supply source for the WMPP.

•

Lake Fyans to be operated to a minimum of 13,000 ML to maintain recreation and water
quality benefits.

•

Lake Lonsdale is not a required supply source post WMPP but does have recreation and
flood mitigation value. Operate to 54,000 ML to minimise evaporation but retain other
benefits.

•

Taylors Lake is a required reservoir under WMPP. There is scope to lower the FSL by 1.5
metres and still meet WMPP requirements and preserve recreational values.

•

Pine Lake will be required for irrigation supply but there is scope to operate the reservoir at
a lower level of 30,000 ML (current capacity 64,000 ML) and reduce evaporation losses
from the system.

•

Green and Dock Lakes have significant recreation value to the community but contribute
little to the supply system. Supply would be via excess flows in the system.

•

Lake Batyo Catyo has recreation value and is planned to receive a supply post WMPP.
This may be supplemented by natural inflows when available.

Comments, questions and responses arising from Community Information Sessions
held at Balmoral, Stawell, Dimboola, Horsham and Murtoa during August 2007.
•

Reservoirs need to be operated with greater ‘air space’ for flood management

•

Need to investigate the difference in cost between managing a dry lake as compared to a
wet lake eg. fire prevention work

•

Fish are temperature sensitive - SWG should consider further temperature effects on fish
with decreased water levels

•

Toolondo is important as a drought back up

•

In considering the salt and nutrients in Toolondo, is water taken from the top or bottom of
the lake

•

What is the cost of managing the reservoirs?

•

Is there an opportunity to put in recreation facilities at Taylors Lake?

•

Need more time for community to have a chance to make a comment

•

GWMWater have ‘inherited’ responsibility for managing lakes that were once managed by
the whole of the State through State Rivers & Water Supply Commission.

•

Make a map available of which channels are to be retained as part of the system.
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•

Is a new group being formed to consider the responsibilities for management in the second
phase of the project?

•

Huddleston’s Weir is being modified to allow improved passage of low flows.

•

Has the cost of managing foreshore and banks of lakes been considered?

•

If GWMWater has responsibility for storing environmental water then it has responsibility for
maintaining the reservoir (Lonsdale)

•

What is the source of 118,000 Ml on average of environmental water?

•

In wetter years there will be more environmental water and in drier years, less water

•

Catchment Management Authorities (CMA) will determine how environmental water is
shared between Wimmera and Glenelg catchments

•

If we go under 20% at Rocklands then the caravan park is not viable

•

Carp issue at Rocklands needs to be checked as carp are already claimed to be in the
lower Glenelg River

•

If Rocklands had more water held in it then there would be more water for the environment

•

What levels at various locations does various supply volumes represent?

•

Water skiing requires a depth of at least 2 metres

•

Need to develop some rules for a minimum level in Rocklands

•

Land management issues around Rocklands increase with reduced water levels

•

With Rocklands operating at 70% maximum level, what is the reduction in surface area and
evaporation? The reduction in surface area is approximately 40%

•

Supply would be from Rocklands if water quality was severely affected by runoff following
fire in the Grampians catchment

•

Main purpose of Lake Lonsdale is recreation yet proposed levels are lower in summertime
when people want it most

•

Half a meter lower in Lonsdale is a significant difference in a shallow lake. It shifts the high
water mark a long way out.

•

Can SWG examine if it is possible to provide more water at the peak use time of Lonsdale
with less water during the non peak period

•

Need to persuade Government of a joint approach for maintaining reservoirs not required
for water supply purposes

•

The cost of maintaining reservoirs is not one of the reasons for no longer requiring them

•

The historic / heritage values of the system are and have been recorded

•

Wannon diversion weir is to be retained and will continue in its role of providing
supplementary flow to Bellfield

•

Taylors Lake needs facilities if it is going to be a major recreation location

•

Horsham weir has not been considered as it is owned and operated by Horsham Rural City
Council, hence not a GWMWater asset.

•

Dimboola Weir is owned by GWMWater. The weir does not have a water supply function.
GWMWater is asking the community to provide input into its future operation.
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•

Hindmarsh Shire paid for recent works on Dimboola Weir under an agreement between the
two organisations.

•

A lot of effort by the community has gone into cleaning up Dimboola Weir pool. Who is
responsible for the weir pool? CMA and Parks Vic both have a role to play.

•

Dimboola Weir Pool is significant for tourism and hence the region. Businesses have felt
effect of little water in the Weir pool.

•

There is no allocation of recreational water west of the Yarriambiack Creek. Weir pools,
Wimmera River and terminal lakes are very important as there are no other opportunities
for water based recreation within reasonable proximity.

•

Information presented was based on an approx 60:40 share of environmental water
between Wimmera and Glenelg catchments.

•

There is a lot of interest in Green Lake. It will be operated similarly to the way it has been.
ie. it will be filled once all other commitments are met. Currently it does receive limited
transfers. It will get water in years of plenty and little or no water in dry years.

•

Community could consider the possibility of combining water into Green or Dock Lake and
closing the other down.

•

There is opportunity for negotiation between Green and Dock Lakes. Community must
provide the direction to GWMWater on where it wants to go on this issue.

•

Much of the environmental water will not be harvested. It will remain in rivers and streams
rather than be diverted to reservoirs.

•

To date environmental flows have been sent down under a scientific regime. The volumes
have been small and come down under adverse climatic conditions.

•

Operation of Huddleston’s Weir will change significantly due to transfers from Rocklands of
flood flows from Wartook.

•

The Lake Marma and Rabl Park Advisory Committee has adopted the following motion.
“That Lake Marma and Rabl Advisory Committee request that GWMWater allocate 120
megalitres annually free of charge to Lake Marma and that this agreement be for 100
years. The Advisory Committee also requests that it be informed of a decision on this issue
with two weeks of the next GWMWater board meeting.”

•

It is Lake Marma and not Marma Lake

•

Lake Marma is different to recreational lakes elsewhere in the GWMWater system. Not
intended to have pipeline supply to the lake. Has an irrigation channel right up to it. Has a
history of supply for town supply and channel supply purposes. Not formally considered as
a recreation lake due to history of supply.

•

What are the options for an entitlement to Lake Marma?

•

Consider the lake in the whole regional context and build a submission which highlights its
value just as the other reservoirs and lakes have done.

•

Murtoa settled around the lake. The lake has strong social values and is a focus for Murtoa
and district.

•

There are environmental values that are being compromised with the lake going dry. Hence
the lake also has environmental value

•

The community building initiative and urban design framework add strength to the value of
Lake Marma.

•

Don’t care what the lake is classified just want a supply.
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•

The WMPP Business Case sets out the objectives for water supply. The business case did
not contain anything for Lake Marma.

•

An option may be for Lake Marma to fit into the category of a reservoir with an entitlement
for other than water supply.

•

If no longer a water supply then community could recreate on the lake including boating
and swimming

•

Could buy an irrigation entitlement for Lake Marma

•

It is unlikely that the pipe to Murtoa will have the capacity to supply Lake Marma.

•

Irrigation main channels will remain hence Lake Marma can be filled from the channel

•

Lakes and reservoirs are important for social interaction like the coastal areas of Vic. We
are saving water for life and the volume for Lake Marma is only a very small part of it.

•

Local runoff is an option for supply to Lake Marma

•

Should consider the restoration of the natural water regime of Lake Marma and connecting
the natural wetlands by overflow from the Wimmera River.

•

Who is going to maintain the 2kms of channel from the Taylors Lake channel to Lake
Marma? Would need to be determined. Community has a role in identifying channels to be
retained/decommissioned

•

Papers submitted by Wimmera Mallee Waters Recreation Alliance are still relevant and do
not need to be resubmitted for the nine recreation lakes

•

Priority source of supply to Batyo Catyo is from Rich Avon Weir

•

Tchum Lakes going to be supplied by WMPP

•

3,000 ML recreation water applies to the nine recreation lakes which were established in
the 1970s and which pay for water.

•

Reliability of recreation water from pipeline is greater than 90%. The 1,000 ML off-stream
water bodies water will be similar security to recreation water but not as high as supply to
towns and farms
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